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secretly bargaining for a share of the wages of cor-
ruption. Little did I think that the opposition which
they then expressed, was only an envious ud mi ra-
tion of the honors and emoluments of ministers, and
an impatient desire of participation; little did I
conceive that the first act of a noble person (Duke
of Portland) would have been to arrest from a gal-
lant man a token of honor, which he had merited by
his public services; a man, to whom, indeed, that
token could add no honor, but who might wish to
introduce into his own profession such a badge of
distinction. In Ireland, ever since the period of
their arrangement, they have experienced the ut-
most difficulty and embarrassment, from a dispute
which has subsisted about patronage, and which
has at last been compromised j how far honorably,
I will leave to those who are best acquainted with
the transaction to determine. In the present war,
ministers have been obliged to have recourse to
allies both at home and abroad; both have been pro-
cured by the same means, bargain and subsidy*
Among the members of the present Cabinet, there
subsists a sort of Dutch amity, and they hate one
another more cordially than even they do us who are
in opposition to their measures. The question is,
Has the Duke of Portland a majority in the Cabi-
net ? No; Mr. Pitt constrains him by an additional
vote. It was curious to observe the changes which
had lately taken place ; from a Lord Privy Seal, to
be First Lord of the Admiralty, and vice versa;
from President of the Council, to be Lord Lieute-
nant of Ireland ; and from the Lord Lieutenant of
Ireland, to be Master of the Horse. A noble Earl
(Mansfield) came at first into the Cabinet without
any emolument; I was at first disposed to give him
credit for his disinterestedness ; but whether it was
conceived by his colleagues to be a foolish thing,
or that it might operate as a bad example, he was
soon induced to accept the situation of President of
the Council, with a large salary. While all Europe